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HISTORIC YEAR FOR ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKERS 
THE 2021 AWARDS CONTENDERS BOASTS 17 FEATURES AND 5 SHORT DOCUMENTARY 

FILMS BY ASIAN AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER (AAPI) DIRECTORS/PRODUCERS 
 

A-DOC & OPEN YOUR EYES AND THINK MF TEAM UP TO PRESENT 
FIRESIDE CHAT SERIES FEATURING THESE NON-FICTION CREATORS THIS WEEKEND 

CELEBRATING THIS MILESTONE JAN 30 – FEB 1 
 
Friday, January 29 (Los Angeles, CA) The upcoming 2021 awards season is already setting 
records for increasing representation in film. Early awards favorites by filmmakers of color and 
specifically Asian Pacific American creators include: 76 DAYS, FINDING YINGYING, A THOUSAND 
CUTS, SKY BLOSSOM, BE WATER, THE SOCIAL DILEMMA, OUR TIME MACHINE and more. 
There are 17 features from the AAPI film community being considered as Documentary Oscar 
contenders out of 238 submissions.  The first round, in which voters will narrow down the 238 films to 
a 15-film shortlist, begins February 1. 
 
“This is a historic year for AAPI non-fiction filmmakers”, says S. Leo Chiang, co-founder of A-DOC 
(Asian American Documentary Network) - which works to increase the visibility and support of Asian 
Americans in the documentary field. “In the past several years, documentaries made by Asian 
Americans are increasingly premiering and winning prizes at prominent festivals like Sundance, 
SXSW, Tribeca and Toronto in addition to our own Asian American film festivals. More of our films are 
getting picked up by distributors with wider reach. Our stories and storytelling are growing more 
diverse in content, style and technology, culminating in the excellent collection of films this year. We 
are sharing and celebrating the full depth and breadth of our lives as Asians and Asian Americans.” 
 
Some of these films include Hao Wu’s 76 DAYS and Jiayan “Jenny” Shi’s FINDING YINGING that 
were both picked up by MTV Documentary Films; while Ramona S. Diaz’s A THOUSAND CUTS went 
to PBS FRONTLINE; Alice Gu’s THE DONUT KING is distributed by Greenwich Entertainment; 
Elizabeth Lo’s STRAY was picked up by Magnolia Films; S. Leo Chiang’s OUR TIME MACHINE is on 
PBS POV; Bao Ngyuen’s BE WATER is released by ESPN Films; Jeff Orlowski’s THE SOCIAL 
DILEMMA is currently on NETFLIX and Richard Lui’s debut feature SKY BLOSSOM was picked up by 
MSNBC and Peacock and was in theaters through Universal Pictures and AMC – to name a few. 
 



 
 

A 2019 report by USC Annenberg measuring 1,300 popular films from 2007-2019 identified that just 
3.3% directors were AAPIs, and that over a third of films from 2019 were missing AAPI characters.  In 
comparison, about 8% of this year’s top documentary contenders were directed by AAPI filmmakers.  
 
“The efforts of groups like A-Doc and nonprofits such as CAAM (Center for Asian American Media) 
and Visual Communications have been credited with raising the profile of the Asian American film 
community,” says Richard Lui, who made his directorial debut this year with SKY BLOSSOM, which 
Variety called a “top contender” for the 2021 awards season. “The leadership of these groups have 
also been credited with helping to usher in a new generation of AAPI filmmakers. The support of 
community leaders like Jean Tsien, Donald Young, and David Magdael, who have reached out to 
offer their mentorship and support is invaluable.  This year has brought on a viral pandemic and a 
racial pandemic and the work of filmmakers of color is breaking new ground and shining a light on 
untold stories in an inclusive, intersectional way.” 
 
This weekend, A-DOC and the virtual cinema screening platform Open Your Eyes & Think MF 
OYEATMF will be highlighting some of this year’s AAPI documentary contenders with interviews and 
fireside chats online through their You Tube channels.  Starting on Saturday January 30 and 
continuing through Monday their respective channels aim to feature 12 chats with filmmakers 
including Hao Wu, Ramona S. Diaz, Bao Nguyen, Richard Lui, Yung Chang, Ursula Liang, S. Leo 
Chiang, Diane Quon, Jiayan “Jenny” Shi, Carol Nguyen, Jeff Orlowski, Yi Chen, Elizabeth Lo, Annie 
Katsura Rollins, Joanna Vasquez Arong and more.  The programs will start at 10AM on January 30, 
January 31 and February 1. 
 
Log in to the YouTube channels at 10AM PT on January 30, 31 and February 1 for the fireside chats 
celebrating the ASIAN AMERICAN DOC FILMMAKERS CONTENDERS 2021 
A-DOC  http://bit.ly/adoc-youtube 
OYEATMF https://bit.ly/39u0iua 
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2021 ASIAN AMERICAN DOCUMENTARY AWARDS CONTENDERS 
 

FEATURE DOCUMENTARIES 
DIRECTED AND/OR PRODUCED BY AAPI FILMMAKERS 

1. 76 DAYS 
2. A THOUSAND CUTS 
3. A WOMAN'S WORK: THE NFL CHEERLEADER PROBLEM 
4. ASWANG 
5. BE WATER 
6. BELLY OF THE BEAST 
7. CODED BIAS 
8. THE DONUT KING 
9. DOWN A DARK STAIRWELL 
10. FINDING YINGYING 
11. FIRST VOTE 
12. KID FROM CONEY ISLAND 
13. OUR TIME MACHINE 
14. SKY BLOSSOM 
15. THE SOCIAL DILEMMA 
16. STRAY 
17. THIS IS NOT A MOVIE 

 
SHORT DOCUMENTARIES DIRECTED AND/OR PRODUCED BY AAPI FILMMAKERS 

1. CALL CENTER BLUES 
2. NO CRYING AT THE DINNER TABLE 
3. PANDEMIC19 
4. SING ME A LULLABY 
5. TO CALM THE PIG INSIDE 

 
  



 
 

CELEBRATION OF AAPI DOCUMENTARY AWARDS CONTENDERS SCHEDULE 
*Note: Subject to Change more to come 

 
SATURDAY – JANUARY 30 

 
10:00 AM MASTERS AT WORK 1 PRODUCERS NINA YANG BONGIOVI AND 
      OSCAR NOMINATED DIANE QUON ON THE 
      ART OF PRODUCING 
 
NOON  SKY BLOSSOM  YUNG CHANG WITH RICHARD LUI/ALEX LO 
 
1:30 PM FINDING YINGYING  CLAIRE AGUILAR WITH JIAYAN “JENNY” SHI, 
      DIANE QUON AND BRENT E. HUFFMAN 
 
3:00 PM MASTERS AT WORK 2 RAMONA S. DIAZ AND JEFF ORLOWSKI  

A THOUSAND CUTS/THE SOCIAL DILEMMA 
 
5:00 PM BE WATER/NO CRYING BAO NGUYEN AND CAROL NGUYEN IN  
      CONVERSATION WITH VIET TANH NGUYEN 
      BE WATER/NO CRYING AT THE DINNER TABLE  
 
7:00 PM MASTERS AT WORK 3 LEO CHIANG AND HAO WU SUMMIT 
      OUR TIME MACHINE/76 DAYS 
 

SUNDAY - JANUARY 31 
 

10:00 AM PANDEMIC 19  ANNIE KATSURA ROLLINS AND YUNG CHANG 
      IN CONVERSATION WITH RICHARD LUI 
 
NOON  THE NEW BREED 1  ALICE GU, YI CHEN, JENNY SHI WITH 
      NANFU WANG – THE DONUT KING / FIRST  

VOTE / FINDING YINGYING 
 
2:00 PM TO CALM THE PIG  JOANNA VASQUEZ ARONG WITH RAMONA S. 
      DIAZ – TO CALM THE PIG INSIDE 
 
4:00 PM THE NEW BREED 2  URSULA LIANG AND YI GU 
      UNDER THE DARK STAIRWELL / A WOMAN’S  

WORK: THE NFL CHEERLEADER PROBLEM 
 
  



 
 

MONDAY – FEBRUARY 1 
MORE TO BE ADDED  

 
6:00 PM SPECIAL SCREEN  WATCH PARTY - FINDING YINGYING  
      FOLLOWED BY Q/A WITH FILMMAKERS 
      AND JANET YANG 
 
 
 


